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The publication of this issue, the first of volume 7, is a 
good opportunity to pause and reflect for a moment on 
the progress we have made in the last year, and what the 
future trajectory might be. 
The last 12 months have been a busy time for the 
new editorial team. Much has been achieved: we have 
received and processed more than 100 papers, instituted 
new features including Systematic Reviews, the ProMed 
page and the book reviews, produced three supplements 
on specific subjects of interest to our readers, started on- 
line availability of the journal and ensured that all the 
issues have published on time. 
There are other new developments as well. With this 
issue we publish on our masthead the names of the new 
Editorial Board who join us this year. Membership of 
the Board is no sinecure: all the new members have 
agreed to play an active part of the life of the journal 
and will play an important role as guarantors of the 
quality and integrity of the material that we publish. The 
success of the Juurnal means that we have started to 
receive significantly more new submissions, and we are 
currently in the process of recruiting new Correspond- 
ing Editors in order to broaden our expertise in certain 
areas, and also to improve the turn-around times of the 
manuscripts. 
Despite all this good news, we are very conscious of 
the fact that we can always improve: some papers take 
longer than we would wish in the editorial process, and 
we are hoping to convert to a six-issues per year format 
over the next 12-18 months. We welcome comments and 
suggestions from our readers and will always undertake 
to look carefully at any problems that are identified. 
But most importantly, we do not want to alter the 
ethos of the ZJZD as a truly international journal with a 
readership that spans the continents and an interest in 
clinical and epidemiological aspects of infection. We 
look forward to receiving your papers and hope that you 
will find the ZJZZI a valuable resource in your work. 
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